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Client Information Sheet





Sweet Itch





Sweet Itch is a problem that affects thousands of horses, ponies and donkeys in many countries of the world to a greater or lesser degree. Virtually all breeds and types of ponies and breeds can be affected, from tiny Shetland ponies to heavyweight draught horses.  Sweet Itch mainly occurs in the summer months but can affect some horses in spring and autumn.





Cause


It is caused by an allergic reaction to the saliva of a species of midge called Culicoides and causes intense irritation and itching.





Symptoms


Severe itching


Hair loss


Skin thickening 


Flaky dandruff


Weeping sores – can become infected


Change in temperament


Lethargy





The top of the tail and the mane are most commonly affected. The neck, withers, hips, ears and forehead, and in more severe cases, the mid-line of the belly, the saddle area, the sides of the head, the sheath or udder and the legs may also suffer.  In severe cases horses will rub themselves raw trying to relieve the itching.





Treatment


At present there is no cure for Sweet Itch. Once a horse develops the allergy it generally faces a 'life-sentence' and every spring, summer and autumn are a distressing period for horse and owner alike. The animal's comfort and well being are down to its owner's management.





Management 


Ensure pasture is well drained and away from rotting vegetation (e.g. muck heaps, old hay-feeding areas, rotting leaves)


Stable at dusk and dawn, when midge feeding is at its peak, and close stable doors and windows (midges can enter stables)


Fly repellent


Insecticide e.g. Benzol Benzoate


Use a fly rug e.g. Boett Sweet Itch Rug


Corticosteroids


Anti-histamines


Cavalesse - balances the natural immune response of a horse, so helping to maintain a healthy skin in horses and ponies prone to spring and summer skin problems.





For further information visit:





� HYPERLINK http://www.sweetitch.co.uk ��www.sweetitch.co.uk� 


� HYPERLINK http://www.fidavet.com/gb/products/horse-skin-irritation-products-cavalesse ��http://www.fidavet.com/gb/products/horse-skin-irritation-products-cavalesse� 
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Fig.2


Boett Sweet Itch Rug





Fig.1 


Hair loss caused by rubbing
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