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Client Information Sheet


Poisnous plants





Plant�
Symptoms�
Notes�
�
Ragwort

















�
Causes liver failure


Weight loss


Jaundice


Abnormal / compulsive behaviour


Depression�
Often symptoms are vague and can take up to 6 months to become apparent.  Ragwort is more toxic when dead.  Poisoning often occurs from it being in hay.  Ragwort should be removed and burned before flowering.   Prognosis is poor.�
�
Yew

















�
Muscular tremors


Staggering


Convulsions


Difficulty in breathing


Collapse


Death from heart failure�
All parts of the yew tree are very poisonous, probably the most poisonous tree in Britain. Clippings and fallen leaves are as toxic as the fresh plant.  One mouthful is enough to kill.  Often horses found dead after eating as poisoning very quick.�
�
Foxglove

















�
Diarrhoea


Abdominal pain


Tremors 


Convulsions�
Usually only eaten if dry in hay.�
�
Privet

















�
Staggering


Intestinal disruption


Paralysis


Rapid pulse


Congested mucous membrane 


Dilated pupils�
Usually avoided because it has a disagreeable odour when bitten. The berries are particularly poisonous. Privet poisoning is rare but can cause death within four to 48 hours. Fence off privet hedges and prevent access to hedge clippings.�
�
Laburnum

















�
Diarrhoea


Salivation


Colic 


Convulsions 


Dilated pupils�
All parts of the tree are poisonous.�
�
Hemlock

















�
Death 


Respiratory paralysis�
The entire plant is poisonous.   Most likely to be affected by eating contaminated forage.  Management includes removal of the plant prior to seeding in spring as well as regular mowing to kill mature plants.�
�
Deadly 


Nightshade














�
Dilated pupils


Inability to stand�
Normally found in hedges and wood clearings. This whole plant is poisonous.  However it is not normally fatal to horses.
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